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Education

PhD in Cognition and Cognitive Neuroscience, 2015
Duke University

Bachelor of Science in Psychology, 2006
University of Pittsburgh
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Evidence of a Role for Anandamide in Amygdala-Mediated Fear Extinction, Threat Processing
and Stress-Reactivity. Molecular Psychiatry. (2013)
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between Threat-Related Amygdala Reactivity and Trait Anxiety. Neuropsychologia (2011).
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Archives of General Psychiatry (2010).



Manuck SB, Marsland A, Flory J, Gorka A, Ferrrel RE, Hariri A. A Trinucleotide (CAG)
Length Polymorphism in the Androgen Receptor Gene and Salivary Testosterone Predict
Amygdala Reactivity in Men. Psychoneuroendocrinology. (2010).
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SB. Divergent Effects of Genetic Variation in Endocannabinoid Signaling on Threat- and
Reward-Related Human Brain Function. Biological Psychiatry (2009)

Presentations

Gorka AX, Hariri AR. Reduced Hippocampal Grey Matter Volume Mediates Relationship
between Early Life Adversity and Trait Anxiety in Young Adulthood. Society for Neuroscience
(2013) Poster

Gorka A, Davis FC, Hariri AR. Experience of Childhood Maltreatment Moderates Expression
of Amygdala Reactivity as Trait Anxiety in Adulthood. Gordon Research Conference (2013)
Poster

Gorka A, Kimak M, Ferrell R, Manuck SB, Hariri AR. A Functional Prodynorphin
Polymorphism Moderates the Link between Ventral Striatum Reactivity and Alcohol
Consumption. Society for Biological Psychiatry (2010) Poster

Gorka A, Kimak M, Ferrell R, Manuck SB, Hariri AR. An Interaction between Response to
Reward in the Ventral Striatum and a Prodynorphin VNTR Polymorphism Predict Alcohol
Consumption. Society for Neuroscience (2009) Poster

Gorka A, Marsland AL, Hariri AR Manuck SB. Salivary Testosterone Predicts Threat-Related
Amygdala Reactivity in Healthy Men. Society for Neuroscience (2008) Poster

Research Experience

Post-doctoral IRTA, Section for the Neurobiology of Fear and Anxiety, NIMH (2015-present)
*Research investigating neural systems supporting responses to unpredictable threat

Lab affiliation, Hariri lab at Duke University, 2009 - 2015
*Research investigating behavioral correlates of BOLD fMRI & structural MRI data

Research Rotation, Bilbo lab at Duke University, Spring 2010
*Research involving early infection models of rodents assessing neural and behavioral changes

Research Assistant, Hariri Lab at University of Pittsburgh, Oct. 2007-July 2009

*Processing, analysis, and quality assurance for fMRI paradigms probing reward, affective, and
cognitive control processes for the Functional Imaging Genomics (FIGS) and Adult Health and
Behavior Il (AHABII) studies

Teaching Experience




Spring 2013 — Teaching assistant for Dr. Ahmad Hariri’s class “Inside the Disordered Brain”
which entailed grading exams, leading review sessions, and conducting several class lectures

Fall 2013 - Teaching assistant for Dr. Scott Swartzwelder’s class “Alcohol:
Brain/Individual/Society” which entailed providing revised writing feedback for term papers

Fall 2011 — Teaching assistant for Dr. Ahmad Hariri’s class “Inside the Disordered Brain” which
entailed grading exams, leading review sessions, and conducting several class lectures

Fall 2010 — Teaching assistant for Dr. Roberto Cabeza’s class “Introduction to Cognitive
Psychology” which entailed scoring exams and leading a discussion section based on class
reading

Technical Skills

Statistical Software
*R, MATLAB, SPSS, SAS

MRI data analysis (SPM / AFNI)
*Task derived individual and group level analyses, Resting BOLD, PPI, VBM

Awards

Awarded Honorable Mention for 2011 National Science Foundation Graduate Research
Fellowship

Awarded Honorable Mention for 2010 National Science Foundation Graduate Research
Fellowship

Professional Activities

Ad-hoc Reviewer — Cortex

Ad-hoc Reviewer — PNAS

Ad-hoc Reviewer — Neurolmage

Ad-hoc Reviewer — Neuropsychopharmacology
Ad-hoc Reviewer — Aggressive Behavior

Ad-hoc Reviewer — Psychiatry Research: Neuroimaging



